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and the previous months of the present year also show a large mortality from these affections.* The experience of most of the medical men of this city will confirm this statement, both as to their prevalence and fatal nature. As I do not engage in medical practice, my expe- It will always be difficult to fix a limit to the period at which recovery may take place from croup; but in most cases which prove fatal there is a stage more or less marked at which the medical attendant can decide that the treatment employed has been of no avail, and the patient will progress from bad to worse. When the child has been treated from the outset of the disease, when the treatment has been active and energetic, while the malady has passed from stage to stage, notwithstanding the remedial measures, the medical attendant ought not to wait for impending suffocation ; but as soon as he judges that exudation has taken place, and finds himself unable to combat the symptoms, he ought to recommend that advantage should be taken of tracheotomy before the impeded respiration has produced its effect on the system. I believe that if the operation were resorted to in an earlier stage of croup than has hitherto been done, the results would be much more favourable, and the mortality from the disease lessened.
In diphtheria it is a nicer question whether and when tracheotomy is admissible. In those cases in which prostration is the symptom most to be dreaded, of course the operation will be of no avail, and in a great many instances it could not be undertaken with "any hope of success; but the existence of this disease does not preclude the chance of success in every case. In the last narrated in this paper, the little patient had a distinct attack of diphtheria the week previous to the operation, and in the second attack the disease, which was probably of the same nature, was confined to the trachea. In general terms, it may be said that if the tendency to death is rather from apncea than asthenia, the operation is justifiable whether the primary disease has been croup or diphtheria. 
